
Switzerland’s Anaesthesia 
Quality Initiative and Database

•	 A-QUA is Switzerland’s first nationwide  
anaesthesia quality registry with validated,  
standardised case-level data.

•	 Between 2017 and 2024, the registry captured 
over 2 million anaesthesia cases from 54  
institutions across all Swiss language regions.

•	 Most cases originated from large teaching  
hospitals, but data from smaller institutions and 
other hospital types are included.

•	 The dataset enables benchmarking of anaesthesia 
techniques, procedural durations, perioperative 
events, and postoperative care pathways.

•	 Continuous registry reporting supports national 
quality improvement initiatives and provides  
a robust platform for perioperative research.

Part 1

STRUCTURE
Data from Institution

Part 2

PROCESS & OUTCOME
Data from Individual Cases

1.	Institution

•	 Setting and structure
•	 Summary of activities
•	 Staff requirements

2.	Activities

•	 Type of anaesthesia
•	 A-QUA procedure codes, discipline,  
	 location
•	 Time stamps, urgency, in-/outpatient
•	 Further OPM variables, OR capacities

3.	Pre-op Risk
4.	Intra-op Events
5.	Post-op Visit: Events,  
	 Satisfaction
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